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VANCOUVER, British
Columbia Ð T he way
things are going for the
Blackhawks , it figur es their
leading scor er F rida y night
had a hat trick, but only tw o
counted for their side. 

Though it's unlik ely any-
one will beat up Ben Smith
for an own goal of sor ts, at
least not as bad as Smith is
flogging himself .

ªThe stick shouldn't be in
the lane , the body should,
and that was a tough one ,º
Smith said after scoring
two goals but deflecting in
another f or the Can ucks in
a 4-3 loss in Game 2. ªPla yoff
time you ha ve to sacrifice
the body. Didn't get in fr ont
of that one, and it's pr etty
disappointing.º

Precious little else a bout
the r ookie winger's night
was. In a series in w hic h the
Canuc ks have suffocated
the Hawks' top pr oducers
masterfull y and thor-
oughly , somehow it was
Smith stepping into the
void, showing the way and
offering some life despite a
2-0 series deficit.

ªEventuall y in the pla y-
offs you'r e going to ha ve to
get some suppor t of fen-
sivel y because you can't
just ha ve your top guys
scoring all the goals ,º
Hawks goalie Cor ey Craw-
ford said. ªIt's nice f or them
to come in and g et those
goals. They w ere key goals

obviously , and it ma ybe
takes a little pr essur e off
our top guys .º

Smith's first car eer pla y-
off goals wer e precisel y the
sor t of scores the Ha wks
have crowed about g etting
in the past w eek. His sec-
ond-period score was a
product of camping out a t
the net and waiting to slam
home a cross-ice feed fr om
Bry an Bic kell. His thir d-
period goal was ripped in
off a rebound in the slot.

ªTha t's kind of the thing
down in R ockfor d I was
working on to war d the
end,º Smith said. ªIf y ou get
to the net and the puc k gets

to the net, usually good
things will ha ppen.º

Said winger Marian Hos-
sa: ªBenn y pla yed really
well. He was in the right
place at the right time. W e
just ha ve to keep going to
the net, because those types
of goals, they're waiting f or
us.º

Anyone with a v ested in-
terest in the Hawks is wait-
ing on the lik es of Hossa,
Jonathan T oews, Patrick
Kane and Patric k Shar p to
do anything close to w hat
Smith did. Clear ly, the Ca-
nucks are pa ying muc h
more attention to making
things c laustr ophobic f or

the top Ha wks scor ers.
And, clearly , if the Ha wks

are to survi ve past mid-
week, the lik es of Smith and
Viktor Stalberg Ð w ho
scor ed the other Ha wks
goal of the e vening Ð must
do something if the main-
stays are scuf fling.

ªYou'r e always saying
that, you'r e always saying
we have to work hard, w e
have to cr eate our o wn
chances,º Smith said. 

ªWe could ha ve done
more, you can al ways do
more.º
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Rookie picks up slack
But Smith also
blames himself
for own goal

By Brian Hamilt on
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Blackhawk s rookie Ben Smith (57), who later would sc ore t wo goals of his own, r eact s to
the Canucks taking a 1-0 lead F rida y night in Game 2 in V ancouver.
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VANCOUVER, British
Columbia Ð T he Blac k-
hawks don't expect Fer-
nando Pisani to r ecapture
the magic he conjur ed the
last time he pla yed in the
playoffs , but they sur e
wouldn't mind it.

Pisani made his Ha wks
postseason debut F riday
night when he took the ice
for Game 2 of the W estern
Confer ence quar terfinals
at Rogers Arena. It was his
first pla yof f game since
2006, when he scored a
league-high 14 goals in 24
postseason contests during
the Oilers' run to the Stan-
ley Cup finals. 

ª It has been a w hile ,º the
veteran wing er said. ªY ou
alwa ys remember the
times you had. You try to
use that experience to
make you a better pla yer
and a better person.º 

Pisani was a health y
scratc h for Game 1 but was
inser ted into the lineup
Frida y for Tomas K o-
pecky, who was sidelined
with an upper -body injury .

ª It's a special time of y ear
and everybod y tries to raise
their game Ð you ha ve to,º
Pisani said. ªYou want to
add to tha t and contrib ute
in situations lik e this .º

Coach Joel Quenne ville
said Pisani is the type of
role pla yer w ho can ha ve an
impact on a series.

ªA lot of times in the
playof fs it's the guys w ho
are least expected to pr o-
vide scoring or c hang e the
momentum in a g ame or
series ,º Quenneville said.
ªA guy lik e (Pisani) could
jump up and be a big f actor.º

Oh, Cap t ain: The r eign-
ing Conn Smythe T rophy
winner had b ut one goal in
his last eight games head-
ing into Game 2. And Jona-
than T oews likel y must be
at the heart of the Ha wks
matching the Can ucks'
firepower . He kno ws it and
isn't swea ting it.

ªYou look at the r egular
season, at the end of the
year, yeah, not much has
been going in for me per-

sonall y la tely,º T oews said
befor e Game 2. ªBut I'm not
wor ried. In some of these
games, you'r e getting c lose
and sometimes just a
bounce or tw o makes a big
difference.º

No surprise: A handful of
Hawks made their pla yoff
debuts in Game 1, which
might account for some of
the tentativ e play ear ly on.
But ther e was little the
veteran teammates with a
Stanley Cup to their name s
could do to pr event that, so
they must bank on lessons
lear ned and a pplied mo v-
ing forward.

ªTher e were some con-
versations and talk bef ore
the game, but ther e's onl y
so much you can sa y,º f or-
ward Patric k Shar p said.
ªEvery one in our loc ker
room ¼ has wa tched pla y-
off hockey. They kno w
everything kic ks up a
notch and is tha t muc h
more intense. It's some-
thing y ou have to experi-
ence yourself.º

BLACKHAWK S BIT S BY CHRIS K UC AND BRIAN HAMIL TON

Pisani remembers '06 magic

from V iktor Stalberg b ut
kept fumb ling it back to
the Canucks.

ªWe have to win the
thir d one, otherwise it's
not going to be good,º
wing er Marian Hossa ad-
mitted. ªW e showed we
can pla y against this
team, but we ha ve to do it
for a full 60 min utes.º

Corey Crawfor d suf-
fered the loss in goal f or
the Hawks after yielding
the four scores on 27 shots .

The Canucks took the
lead early in the opening
period w hen Sedin f ound
an open Hansen with a
pass from behind the goal
l ine and the winger fired a
one-timer past Cra wfor d. 

It didn't tak e the Ca-
nucks long in the second
to snatch a 2-0 lead. Just 30
seconds in, Sedin was
camped in front of Cra w-
ford and was in position to
redir ect Christian Ehr-
hoff's shot.

The Hawks went 94 min-
utes, 50 seconds into the
series bef ore solving Lu-
ongo la te in the second
when Smith flipped in a
rebound of a Bry an Bic k-
ell shot tha t the goalie got
a glov e on but let trickle to
the rookie wing er.

Edler's goal with 14 sec-
onds remaining in the
second halted the Ha wks'
momentum. The defense-
man fired a long shot fr om
just inside the b lue line
that deflected off Smith's
stic k and sailed o ver
Crawfor d's left shoulder .

Earl y in the thir d, Stal-
berg cut the deficit to 3-2
when his shot from the
r ight cir cle eluded Lu-
ongo. Sedin made it 4-2
with a laser from the slot
to beat Cra wfor d but
Smith ans wer ed with his
second of the night w hen
he fired in a rebound of a
Michael F rolik shot.

ªWe have to keep
playing our g ame and not
let anything cr eep into
our heads ,º Cra wford
said. ªPlay hard and just
leave it on the ice .º

ckuc@tribune.com
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Hawks 
limp home
down 2-0
Continued from Page 1

In a city full of br oken
homes, Denzel Howard's
bur ned to the g round.

Sitting in honors
chemistry c lass at Leo 14
months a go last w eek,
Howar d received a text
message from a cousin
urging him to g et home
immediately.

The trac k-and-field
standout sa w smoke and
flames throughout his
three-bloc k sprint home
from the small Ca tholic
school on the South Side .
His big gest fear was not
realiz ed, but the dama ge
was ir reparable.

ª I immedia tel y br oke
into tears,º Ho war d said.
ª I thought m y mom was
inside.º

As it turned out, Mir-
tha Howar d was w ork-
ing, whic h has served as a
useful reminder tha t as
bad as things got, they
could ha ve been worse.

Howar d, a senior
sprinter and member of
the 400-meter rela y team
that finished second in
the state in Class 1A last
year , isn't the onl y Leo
r unner to o ver come ad-
versity and get his life
back on trac k.

None has dealt with
more.

ªEverything was
gone,º Ho war d said. ªW e
lost everything. W e've
been moving ar ound. I
l iv ed with m y auntie in
Harvey, then with m y
sister in Dixmoor and
now I'm on 83r d and
Dorchester.

ªMy mom has tw o jobs,
but it's been r eal har d
trying to pic k up the
pieces. It is g etting better .
The Leo community has
helped us a great deal
with clothes and f ood.º

Deter mined to stay of f
the streets and focus on
his lifelong goal of a ttend-
ing colle ge, Howar d used
trac k as an escape and
lear ned to play the piano
thr ough the After Sc hool
Matters program.

He leaned on his
mother and Leo trac k
coach and a thletic dir ec-
tor Ed war d Adams for
suppor t, r efused to f all
behind in sc hool and
gained acce ptance to
Computer Systems Insti-
tute , whic h he will a ttend
after becoming the first
member of his f amil y to
gradua te high sc hool.

ªSometimes I br oke
down and cried; some-
times I stay str ong,º Ho w-
ard said. ªEv erybod y has
those times w her e they
let it all out.º

ªWhen it ha ppened, w e
were in school,º team-
mate and c lose friend
Rueben Blac kw ell said.
ªWe look ed out the win-
dow and saw the smok e,
and he literally ran out of
school. A couple da ys af-
ter, we walked past his
house and he br oke down
crying. I don't think I'd be
able to handle this as w ell

as he has.º

À bett er futur e'
In a city full of br oken

homes, Rueben Blac k-
well's is being mended.

When his mother died
four y ears ago, Blackwell
moved in with one of the
fiv e sisters he has fr om
that side of his f amily.

He has tw o additional
sisters through his f a-
ther, though that side of
his f amil y was not a par t
of his life .

ªAt first when m y mom
passed away, he came
around. T hen we lost
communica tion,º Blac k-
well said. ªI hadn't talk ed
to him since fr eshman or
sophomor e year. Then
last year he started com-
ing around a lot. No w
he's back in m y life .º

Blackw ell r ecently
moved from the South
Side to R ogers Park to
l iv e with his f ather.

An honors student and
state-championship con-
tender in the hur dles,
Blackw ell is being r e-
cr uited b y several col-
leges and has nar rowed
his choices to Alcor n
State and Mississippi
Valley Sta te.

ªYou have to find other
ways to moti vate your-
self ,º Blac kw ell said.
ªSome kids ha ve their
father to push them.
When I met Mr. Adams , to
me, he was m y moti va-
tion. He and m y sister
kept me on the right pa th.

ªTher e is always going
to be tha t w eir d feeling of
why, but I don't fault him
for it or an ything. I put it
i n the past. Mistakes ar e
going to be made . I let the
past go and hope tha t it
leads to a better futur e
between me and him.º

A reconstructed
home

In a city full of br oken
homes, Bruce Gra y
counts his b lessings.

Gray and his thr ee sis-
ters grew up in a sta ble,
loving en vironment.

Gray said his mother
and f ather ba ttled alcohol
and substance a buse pr ob-
lems, and he and his sis-
ters have li ved with their
grandmother since the
senior was in first g rade.

He said his par ents'
absence Ð they li ve sepa-
ratel y in Wisconsin Ð
still bothers him. Adams
was the only person he
ever spoke to a bout his
parents until being inter-
view ed for this story .

ªMy mother is better
now,º said Gra y, a state-
championship contender
in the sprints w ho is
being r ecruited b y Nor th
Central, Benedictine and
Miami of Ohio .

ªShe calls or texts e v-
ery now and then and
comes and stays with us
every no w and then. It
was tough, b ut I got used
to it. It could al ways be
worse. I feel b lessed.º

SUNDA Y SPE CIAL
LEO TRACK AND FIELD

Bruc e Gray, from le ft , Rueben Black well and D enzel
Howar d have excelled de spit e dif ficultie s outside L eo.

PHIL VELA SQUEZ/TRIBUNE PHO TO

These kids
run tough
Despite adversity, Howard, Blackwell
and Gray persevere for Lions
By Mike H elfgot
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

ªYou have to find other ways 
to motivate yourself. ¼ When 
I met Mr. Adams, to me, he was 
my motivation.º
Ð L eo' s Rueben Black well on his c oach Edwar d Adams 
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